
Planning for Opening of Churches in 
the Diocese of Middlesbrough 

 

 

Very detailed instructions on opening churches will be given when that time is appropriate.  

That is when the guidelines have been agreed by the Government and the Bishops’ Conference. 

At present there is a multi-faith task force, including Cardinal Vincent, working with the 

Government on this matter.  

Please see the following link for the Government's latest comments on the task force and the 

reopening of places of worship: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/catholic-bishops-respond-to-

governments-lockdown-easing-plans/  

This is a welcome positive step.  In the meantime, the diocese is going to make bulk purchases 

of various necessities for sanitising the churches and to assist people in keeping their hands 

clean as they make their private visits when permission has been granted. You might also 

consider making purchases, individually or collectively, of supplies that will be required.  

However, I emphasise that the Diocese is intending to order some of these on behalf of 

everyone. I list the essentials:   

• Sufficient supplies of alcohol hand sanitisers. I am advised this should be at least 65% alcohol 

with anti-viral properties. Please note this is distinct to the more common antibacterial hand 

sanitisers which, I am advised, will not suffice.   

• Sufficient supplies of normal household disinfectant and detergents suitable for cleaning 

church surfaces.  Please note that normal household products will suffice but please be aware 

of what effect such products may have on surfaces.   

• Sufficient supplies of disposable gloves  

• Sufficient supplies of cleaning materials, including disposable cloths, gloves and aprons for 

those who clean.   

• Sufficient bin bags to double bag refuse.   

• Floor Marking Tape to mark off appropriate distances on the floor and on benches.   

• Appropriate materials for signage such as: “please sanitise your hands,” “entrance”, “exit”, 

“do not touch” etc, these can be home made.   
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I recognise there may be some difficulties in purchasing these items.  I am informed that Church 

Marketplace are endeavouring to establish reliable supply chains for various supplies that 

churches will need as they re-open. So, please feel free to approach them as well as the Diocese. 

This will help to ensure that we use reputable suppliers and do not pay inflated prices for these 

items.   

Please be aware that full compliance with established procedures will be a requirement for 

clergy and all volunteers.  Opening churches must be safe and be shown to be safe. The 

openings will most likely be in stages until normality returns.   

It would be important to recognise that when the moment comes to open churches each parish 

that is to open must have a team of helpers/volunteers who can assist in marshalling people 

while they are in the Church and who will ensure that the Church is sanitised both before the 

visit and after. Obviously, the team must comprise of people who are able for the task. Note 

that people over 70 or who are in the vulnerable category cannot be co-opted for this work. 

Neither can the priest do this work on his own, nor must he try. Not every parish will be able 

to assemble such a team so it may be that only some churches in each area will be opened while 

others remain closed for the time being. Again, I advise you strongly that you begin to recruit 

helpers/volunteers immediately so as to be ready when permission is given to open the church 

for prayer in private.  

At present it is very important that we do not make any changes to the present procedures of 

churches being closed to the public, no public services and no coffins in churches.  

Although I recognise that it is going to be much harder to open the churches than it was closing 

them, you know that if you need help and advice you can always speak to the Dean and the 

Vicar General who will assist you as best they can. As the saying goes: we are in this together! 

I will update you with more practical information on opening churches as I receive it.  

BISHOPS OF ENGLAND AND WALES STATEMENT ON “OUR PLAN 

TO REBUILD – THE UK GOVERNMENT’S COVID-19 RECOVER 

STRATEGY 
In light of the recent Government announcements and documentation, may I share with you 

the Bishops of England and Wales initial response.  I recognise you may well be facing 

questions about the disappointment that churches cannot open at present.   

“The timing and the manner of the opening of churches touches profound sensitivities and 

spiritual needs. The Government's document and statements fail to recognise this.  

The Government's position, established today, includes these steps aimed at opening churches 

as soon as possible: the establishment of a task force for places of worship, to work closely 

with 'stakeholders' in ensuring that premises are COVID-19 secure; and heeding the 

experience of other countries in which churches are already open for worship.   



In dialogue with the Government, the Catholic Church will continue its engagement in this 

process and has already submitted a detailed plan, in full accordance with public health 

guidelines, for churches to be opened for private prayer. The Church is ready to play its full 

part in the task force, understanding that this includes the possible earlier use of churches for 

private prayer, as a first safe step towards their use for public worship.”  

 A link can be found: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-taskforce-developing-plan-to-

reopen-places-of-worship  

Those who correspond with you about their frustration about churches being closed are invited 

to write to their MP. You are welcome to pass that advice on to your parishioners and clergy 

may similarly write to their MPs, of course. 
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